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Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.55 and MPEP §201.14, Applicant claims the benefit of 
the filing date of a prior Japanese patent application having Application No. 2002- 
377131, filed on December 26, 2002, under conditions specified in 35 U.S.C. §1 19. 

A copy of the original certified foreign application is being filed herewith. 
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This is to certify that the annexed is a true copy of the following 
application as filed with this Office. 

Filing Date: December 26, 2002 

Application Number: 2002-377131 
Applicant: MINEBEA CO., LTD. 
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